SECTION 00020

INVITATION TO BID


E-Bid and / or Sealed bids / submittals for construction of _________________________________, will be received via E-Bid (IonWave) and / or hard copies (3 each) by the City of El Paso Water Utilities - Public Service Board at the Board's principal office located at 1154 Hawkins Boulevard or by mail to 1154 Hawkins Boulevard, El Paso, Texas, 79925 until _____________, 202___, ________.m. local time.  After _______.m., bids will not be accepted.  Bid Opening will occur at ________.m. and bids will be publicly opened and read aloud via the “GoToMeeting” format noted at the end of this Section 00020.

The work under this contract shall be for furnishing all labor, materials, transportation, and services for the construction and installation of the following work:

(Do not include symbols or abbreviations in scope of work/project description)

Contract documents may be examined and obtained by accessing the following El Paso Water’s IonWave electronic bidding (e-bid) website:
https://epwater.ionwave.net/HomePage.aspx

If you have trouble accessing the Contract Documents, please contact the Purchasing Department of the El Paso Water Utilities, Public Service Board, at (915) 594-5628.  Physical (hard) copies of the Contract Documents will NO longer be made available.

A pre-bid meeting will be held on _________________________________, 20__ at ___.m., local time. (see instructions at the end of this Section 00020).

Each Bid shall be submitted in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders and be accompanied by a Bid Security in the amount of five percent of the amount bid.

The Successful Bidder must furnish a 100 percent (100%) Performance Bond and a 100 percent (100%) Payment Bond, in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders and the General Conditions.

Bids shall be submitted at the time and place, either through the e-bid response submittal process via IonWave and/or hard copies.  If submitting hard copies, ensure, they are enclosed in an opaque, sealed envelope, marked with the Project title (and, if applicable, the designated portion of the Project for which the Bid is submitted), name and address of the Bidder and accompanied by the Bid security and other required documents.  If the Bid is sent through the mail or other delivery system, the sealed envelope shall be enclosed in a separate envelope with the notation "BID ENCLOSED" on the face of it.  Responses to bids / solicitations may be submitted via the E-Bid process and, or hard copy, or both.

By submission of the bid, Bidder states he or she fully understands the requirements of the Contract Documents and agrees to comply with all requirements thereof.

Wages paid on this project shall be not less than the minimum prevailing wage rates listed in the Contract Documents, Section 00840, General Wage Requirements.

The El Paso Water Utilities (EPWU) adheres to the Cone of Silence policy which prohibits any communication regarding the bid between potential bidders (and subcontractors) and EPWU Board Members, Staff, and assigned Consulting Engineers.  The provisions do not apply to oral communications with Purchasing Agent or Administrative Analyst, provided the communications is limited strictly to matters of process or procedure already contained in the solicitation document, oral communications at pre‑bid conferences, or communications in writing (email preferred) submitted to the Administrative Analyst in response to inquiries regarding the bid.  In addition to any other penalties provided by law, violation of the Cone of Silence by any bidder shall render that bidder's bid voidable.  Any person having personal knowledge of a violation of these provisions shall report such violations to the EPWU General Counsel and/or the Purchasing Agent in writing.



PRE-BID MEETING INSTRUCTIONS


The Pre-Bid meeting will be held via [Insert video conference platform to be used].  Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet, or smartphone using the link below:


[Insert meeting link here provided by PEM]





BID OPENING INSTRUCTIONS


Bid Openings are now to be broadcast through “GoToMeeting” format.

To View Bid Opening Click the Link Below:


[Insert “GoToMeeting” Link provided by Purchasing Department]
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